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POOL WITH A VIEW
Christine M. Dayton Architect
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The boundaries between outside and inside seem to disappear with this idyllic pool 
house that serves as an extension of the main house on a property overlooking the Tred 
Avon River. The pool house is a miniature of the main house, with its architectural 
similarities and shingled exterior. The two structures are connected by the pool deck and 
a full outdoor kitchen just outside the main house’s screened kitchen.

Susanne Fyffe of Fyffe Landscape Architecture envisioned redoing the existing open-
air outdoor kitchen and then designing a pool and pool house complex that would be 
better integrated with the existing house. Christine M. Dayton, principle of Christine 
M. Dayton Architect, who came to the project to design the pool house, commented, 
“During my initial meeting, Susanne conveyed her idea to renovate the existing outdoor 
patio to accommodate a larger, more accommodating outdoor kitchen that would be a 
part of the pool and pool house area.”

Due to a setback involving the criteria concerning lot coverage, they had only a small 
strip of land within which to work. To make the entire pool complex a seamless 
extension—going from the main house to outdoor kitchen to patio to pool house—the 
plan incorporates a patio raised to the height of the screened porch and covered outdoor 
eating area. At the front of the pool house, a folding door system opens up, making the 
lounge area of the patio and pool house feel like one connected space. This makes it easy 
to have social activity flow from the patio into the pool house or for someone to slip 
away from the party to enjoy a quiet moment beside the lounge’s fireplace. “The lounge 
space offers a relaxing space to curl up on the sofa to read or the option to be a part of 
the pool area activity,” Dayton says.

Tall windows bring in plenty of natural light and offer breathtaking water views. In  
fact, there’s a view of the water from every room in the pool house, whether it’s the  
lounge, the guest bedroom, or the bathroom and its walk-in shower. With this 
transparency, the entire pool complex becomes a natural extension of a home that 
communes with the water. 

ARCHITECT: Christine M. Dayton Architect, Easton, Maryland.
BUILDER: ILEX Construction, Easton, Maryland.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE: Fyffe Landscape Architecture, Arlington, Virginia.

For more photos, visit annapolishomemag.com.


