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My design philosophy is steadfast:  
I believe home should wholeheartedly 
reflect you and the story of your  
family. It is intimate, very personal, 
and a constantly evolving canvas,” 
says interior designer Alex Deringer 

of Deringer Design when speaking of the 1912 renovated 
farmhouse she has shared with her husband and three  
children for 12 years.

Since then, the four-bedroom 4,850-square-foot  
Alexandria, Virginia, home sits upon two beautifully  
landscaped acres by Susanne Fyffe. The footprint of the 
original farmhouse incorporates the front rooms—foyer, 
parlor, library, and kitchen—while the dining and living 
rooms, plus the primary suite, were added onto the rear  
by architect Thomas French.

But from an interiors point of view, the house has been  
a true kaleidoscope, a constantly shifting landscape of  
design, resulting in its latest incarnation at any given time.

“My heritage is Latin. My mother was from Colombia of 
Dutch descent and my father, Chilean. I am a first-generation 
American, who bridges all of the Americas, North and 
South. My taste is informed by my culture and travels. My 
home definitely has a wanderlust to it, an eclectic nature,” 
says Deringer.

The Little Enchanted Garden textile by Osborne & Little served as 
palette inspiration in the family room, spreading out to the rest of the 
house. The textile is used in the custom corkboard as well as in pillows. 
Part of Deringer’s art collection forms a gallery wall above a vintage 
bench holding some of her favorite coffee table books. The yellow 
cabinetry beyond forms the basis of the custom bar in the home.

“
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A Hunt Slonem artwork sits opposite a chaise longue in the front living 
room, which also houses a piano. The dining room is where antique meets 
vintage meets contemporary. An eye for contrast and curation is part of the 
designer’s home charm. In playful contrast to an antique buffet and Hunt 
Slonem’s Bunnies is large-scale photograph by Xan Pardon.  
A wallpapered feature wall with art on hooks adds charm to the  
mudroom entry into the home.
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Of this, there is no doubt. One only has to look at  
Deringer’s furnishings and artworks to see that her home 
is global, artful, and lovingly curated. 

“I’ve especially invested in our art collection,” she  
continues. “I have greatly enjoyed developing it over the 
years. I’d say my interiors tend to evolve around the art  
in any given room.”

For example, a Hunt Slonem bunny canvas in an antique 
frame served as inspiration for the dining room’s design.  
It depicts black-and-white rabbits on a neutral backdrop, 
combining hints of gold, silver, and rose hues. The dining 
room effortlessly blends metals, from the hammered silver 
table base to the brass knobs on heirloom case goods. Even 
the rose is picked up in a blush-upholstered bench and  
curtains. Meanwhile, the vintage Lucite dining chairs are 
upholstered in a graphic geometric textile, echoing the  
feature wall’s patterned paper that wraps around into the 
bar behind the open space.

“Of all things, I love fabric and wallpaper the most,” 
says Deringer. “I also believe pillows are the unsung heroes 
of most rooms. They are small but mighty!”

What Deringer calls the ‘kaleidoscope room’ sits in the 
heart of the home and was inspired by a bolt of Osborne & 
Little chinoiserie fabric. This living room textile finds its 
way into throw pillows and a custom-cut bulletin board, 
showcasing the whole pattern. Furthermore, it’s palette is 
not only deconstructed into a pair of cut-velvet armchairs, 
but also colorful threads of it run through the other rooms 
in the house, including the unexpected citrine cabinet paint 
in the adjacent bar.

“I love the boldness of that citrine. It makes a really 
small space have a big impact, becoming more than just  
a pass-through. We entertain a lot. It’s such a dose of happy 
and bright,” she says.

The living room also features a full wall of curated art 
hung above an antique painted bench. The art travels 

The library features the old farmhouse’s original paneling. The wall-
mounted Italian bird screen and the vintage Aldo Tura cocktail table 
are eclectic finds. The open floor plan is conducive to entertaining.  
A mirrored backsplash and vintage rug add sparkle and character.

A Pierre Frey lumbar adds pattern to the foyer bench. A pair of 
French doors seal off the library to the family room when Deringer’s 
husband is working from home.
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through to the library, a paneled moodier room at the front of the 
house. It’s beadboard was original to the farmhouse, and Deringer 
embraced it here, painting the whole room a blue-gray, pulling 
that hue from a vintage Italian screen depicting ducks. 

“It’s definitely a more masculine space,” she adds.
The parlor, with its clean-lined modern chaise, is by contrast 

more feminine, combining Deringer’s love of a range of textiles 
and eclecticism in art and furnishings. A Pierre Frey tribal throw 
pillow print sits effortless on the chaise, while a fringed 

needlepoint upholstered ottoman sewed by her mother-in-law 
floats beneath a piano. The room itself is crowned in a striking  
Art Deco chandelier.

“I do believe in layering textures, patterns, and colors as well 
as marrying periods and styles; it feels timeless to me,” says  
Deringer, adding, “My house is a living thing, an evolutionary  
experience. I’m always adding, changing, removing…but it works, 
because it always reflects. You can spin a kaleidoscope, and each 
time it’s different, yet the same.”

Clockwise from opposite: The main bedroom features a vaulted ceiling and lots of light, including French doors opening onto a balcony.  
The seaglass tones and aquatic plant bedding make it serene. A large swimming pool is the anchor to the outdoor living areas, which also  
include outdoor dining, conversation areas, a stacked fireplace, and an aboveground pond.


